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SUB J : DEPUTY MINISTER SEMENOV'S STATEMENT ON REDUCTIONS, 

AUGUST 9, 1977 (SALT TWO - 1333) 

THE FOLLOWING IS STATEMENT ON REDUCTIONS DELIVERED BY DEPUTY 
MINISTER SEMENOV AT THE SALT TWO MEETING OF AUGUST 9, 1977: 

SEMENOV'S STATEMENT ON REDUCTIONS, AUGUST 9, 1977 

THE SOVIET UNION’S APPROACH TO THE QUESTION OF REDUCING 
THE OVERALL AGGREGATE LEVEL OF STRATEGIC DELIVERY VEHCILES 
WAS SET FORTH BY THE USSR DELEGATION AT THE JULY 29, 1977 
MEETING. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EXISTING MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE SIDES, ARTICLE IE OF THE JOINT DRAFT OF THE 
NEW AGREEMENT RECORDS THE OBLIGATION OF THE SIDES TO LIMIT 
STRATEGIC DELIVERY VEHICLES TO AN AGGREGATE NUMBER NOT TO 
EXCEED 2,400; ARTICLE V CONTAINS THE MUTUAL OBLIGATION TO 
LIMIT STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS EQUIPPED WITH MIRVS TO AN 
AGGREGATE NUMBER NOT TO EXCEED 1,320. 
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AS YOU KNOW, THE FACT THAT THESE MOST IMPORTANT LIMITA- 
TIONS ARE RECORDED IN THE AGREEMENT BEING WORKED OUT REFLECTS 
THE BALANCE IN STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION MEASURES, AGREED UPON 
IN THE UNDERSTANDINGS BETWEEN OUR STATES AND IN THE RESULTS OF 
RELEVANT SOVIET-U.S. NEGOTIATIONS, A BALANCE THAT WAS VALID 
AT THE TIME OF THE CORRESPONDING DECISIONS AND WILL REMAIN 
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VALID THROUGHOUT THE TERM OF THE AGREEMENT BEING WORKED OUT. 

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT POINT OF DEPARTURE IN THE DRAFT OF 
THE NEW AGREEMENT FOR CONSIDERING THE QUESTION OF REDUCTIONS. 
IN WORKING OUT PROVISIONS ON REDUCING THE OVERALL AGGREGATE 
LEVEL OF STRATEGIC DELIVERY VEHICLES, FOR INCLUSION IN THE 
DRAFT OF THE DOCUMENT BEING PREPARED, IT IS NECESSARY TO TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT THE RESULTS OF TH ANALYSIS OF THE WHOLE TOTALITY 
OF FACTORS DETERMINING THE STRATEGIC SITUATION, AND TO BE 
GUIDED BY THE TASK OF CONSISTENTLY AND STRICTLY EMBODYING IN 
THE NEW AGREEMENT THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY AND EQUAL SECURITY, 
AGREED BETWEEN THE SIDES. 

THE USSR DELEGATION HAS TO REAFFIRM THAT, PROVIDED THE 
REMAINING QUESTIONS ARE APPROPRIATELY RESOLVED, THE SOVIET 
SIDE IS PREPARED TO INCLUDE IN THE AGREEMENT A PROVISION TO 
THE EFFECT THAT AFTER 1980 THE AGGREGATE LEVELS OF DELIVERY 
VEHICLES BE LOWERED BY 150, 1.E., FROM 2,400 TO 2,250. IN 
PRACTICAL TERMS THIS REDUCTION WOULD BE CARRIED OUT OVER A 
PERIOD OF 18 MONTHS BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 1981. THIS PROPOSAL 
OF THE SOVIET SIDE ON REDUCTIONS IS PRESENTLY STATED IN 
ARTICLE III, PAR. 2. OF THE JOINT DRAFT TEXT, ACCORDING TO 
WHICH EACH SIDE UNDERTAKES TO PROCEED, FROM JANUARY 1. 1981. 

TO A REDUCTION OF THE STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS REFERRED TO IN 
PAR. 1 OF THIS ARTICLE, AND TO LIMIT THEM TO AN AGGREGATE 
NUMBER NOT TO EXCEED 2,250. IN THIS CONNECTION, ACCORDING TO 
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THE APPROACH OF THE SOVIET SIDE. THIS OBLIGATION, LIKE THE 
OBLIGATION TO LIMIT STRATEGIC DELIVERY VEHICLES TO AN AGGREGATE 
NUMBER NOT TO EXCEED 2,400, AS PROVIDED FOR IN ARTICLE III, 

PAR. 1. WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS 
OF ARTICLE XI. SPECIFIC PROCEDURES RELATING TO SUCH REDUCTION 
WOULD BE WORKED OUT IN THE STANDING CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREED ARTICLE XVII, SUBPAR. 2(E). 

I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE SCALE AND TIMING 
PROPOSED BY THE SOVIET SIDE FOR REDUCTION OF THE AGGREGATE 
LEVEL OF STRATEGIC DELIVERY VEHICLES CONSTITUTE A SERIOUS 
AND WELL CONSIDERED STEP AIMED AT CONSTRUCTIVE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS. THESE PRPOSALS ARE PROMPTED 
BY THE TAKS OF IMPLEMENTING THE AGREED PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY 
AND EQUAL SECURITY AND THE INADMISSIBILITY OF GAINING A 
UNILATERAL ADVANTAGE IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, THE USSR DELEGATION ALSO REAFFIRMS 
THE READINESS OF THE SOVIET SIDE IMMEDIATELY AFTER ENTRY 
INTO FORCE OF THE AGREEMENT CURRENTLY BEING WORKED OUT TO 
BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS ON REDUCING THE LEVELS OF STRATEGIC 
OFFENSIVE ARMS, AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE AGREED PROVISION OF 
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ARTICLE XV OF THE JOINT DRAFT. 

MR. AMBASSADOR. 

THE APPROCH SET FORTH BY THE SOVIET SIDE TO REDUCING 
THE AGGREGATE LEVEL OF STRATEGIC DELIVERY VEHCILES REQUIRES 
A CAREFUL ANALYSIS IN ALL ITS TOTALITY, AND IN ITS RELATION- 
SHIP TO THE OTHER ASPECTS OF THE AGREEMENT BEING WORKED OUT. 
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